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But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord
as holy, always being prepared to make
a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and respect.
1 Peter 3:15
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Most Americans believe Jesus was an important spiritual
figure, although, some question His historical existence

Do you believe in the historical existence Do you believe Jesus was an important
of Jesus Christ or Jesus of Nazareth? spiritual figure?
% Yes % Yes

Christian 89%, Christian 95%

Other religion 84 /o Other religion 55%
Not religious
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of all Americans

of all Americans

Mot religious 50%




68%
(o
of young people agree that
“There are many religions

that | agree with.”

58%

of young people agree
that “I do not feel like |
need to be connected

to one specific religion.”
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Testing the Reliability of Scripture
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The Case for the
Reliability of the Gospels

» Written Early On
» Attested (there’s evidence)

» Places and People Exist
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MS 2648
Bible: Joshua. Egypt, late 2nd c.  The oldest MS of this part of the Bible
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Textual Criticism
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https://blog.lexhampress.com/2019/01/31/textual-criticism-and-the-authority-of-scripture/
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Example from
Scripture

John 7:53-8:11




The Case for the
Reliability of the Gospels
» Written Early On

» Attested (there’s evidence)
» Places and People Exist

» Accurate

» Same basic message about
Jesus

» Embarrassment

» Transformed Lives




What do the gospels say about
Jesus?



“For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.”

JOHN 3:16 (ESV)



“Therefore, | said to you that you will
die in your sins; for unless you believe
that | am He, you will die in your sins.”

JOHN 8:24 (NASB)



“But what about you?’ He asked. ‘Who
do you say | am?’ Peter answered, ‘You
are the messiah.”

MATTHEW 16:15-16 (NLT)



“Jesus said to him, ‘l am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to

)y

the Father except through me.

JOHN 14:6 (ESV)
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